To prevent the head from again receding, I directed the nurse to hold the handle firmly, which thus enabled me to pass the second blade in the usual way. As soon as the blades were locked, two fluid drachms of liquid extract of ergot were given, but it was with the greatest difficulty that the patient could be sufficiently roused to swallow the draught. After this it took 45 minutes to deliver the child ; to bring the head into the pelvis, and to check the haemorrhage, traction from the shoulder was necessary, and had to be steadily maintained.

